il |
ABOAQD‘

Great Frain “hips to
ﬁl— NEW _ﬂ Tule Ao the Warl
E(}LL[CTIBIE‘} ML EAGL:
MF)LTO HUNTER
M| ANO of MONGOL |/ﬁ
ic 1O LETTER
MRS FROM PARIS
HERRERA
NSIDE THE
DEP%\)Q_TMENT
TORE RUSSELL
WE:STBEQQK
ON SNEAKERS
& CASH



BLACKBOOK

THE PERIPATETIC GOURMET

BRENNAN'S BIG COMEBACK

'he venerable New Orleans restaurant reopens after weathering two vears of drama-—bankruptey,

foreclosure, lamily

wo years ago, a pall fell upon New
Ovleans when Brennan's, a trea-
;'.',rl.\.'l_l ;-;,'.'r'.|,:-|-:' '::lr I'"I'I‘I!.'Il l:.-:\'.".:lli.' L'l.li'
FINE .%”I,I I!l.'ll:ln":f Illl.'.li‘i.riL'l":. illl\"'“]‘l'l-lh
cloged its doors. Founded in 1950,
!j'_l.' MESTaLEEATNE I'll_llj |r'|.|{'!||lll.' 18RS bEla]s ii."'\- '.'t."l'lli.l'i
punches, sherried writle soup, and rum-soaked
bananas Foster (a dish that Brennan's invenred)
for generations of diners. But the founders
Ll

s, Jed and Owen "Pip Brennan, hiad

driven the family Hagship into bankruprey,

Truth be wold, Brennan’s had lost some of its
luster in the past decade, a casualey of mis
-.F-.._'n-.{:.rl!;. |:|||||]:.' |:'_':..'|.|.ill|_‘:. .lIIl.l :-:.'!-f- I.-H'-::ltli-!ll
ism. (With nine Brennan family—owned res-
maurants in the French Quarter alone, the
name had been diluted.) "Prior to the closing.
Brennan’s was more or less a rourist tap for
brunch,” savs Brobson Lurz, a former Oirleans
Parish medical director, a French IL_hl.'l.'lil.'r din-
i|'|5'; fixture, and a custodian of local colar,

The building was rabbed in asherift s auc-
ton by |:-|'|_=:'|_|-E!_.-,';~.|_-r,||iml restanraLeir H.ﬂ_::l'.".
When
Movember, It was fronf-page News, “It's the

Brennman. Firenman's |-:'|:|'|-::J'|¢.'|.|. n
I"F'il'" SOy i|| |;|1i- Lot Sande Hlllj.'-..llll.'
Katrina,” says James Carville, the p-lllll'-l- al
:|||.||_g.:-.: and Mew Orleans |-=I-'.'.I|. :II.|I|iII!: thiart
the building “is the best single picce of real

eatate in the ciry,

Along with his business partner, lerry

White, Ralph Brennan invested 520 millien
into renovaring the pink stecco landmark, a

3|:|r.|1.'-.'|i|1:; [aee- 1 700s town house im the heart
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of the uarter. (It’s said o be the coscliest res
LAUFANLD Project in rthe history, of MNew O

leans, ) The uleimare mission for the revival,
.|-.._nr|,'[ir.¥ 4 I'!..t||'-|| Hrennan, 15 o |1r.':1-:1_ back
the locals and the visivors will follow.”

Most critically, the owners installed in the
kitchen a Mississipp born -"ili'-_'.-::.l:l:'--u]l.i chet
Slade Rushing, formerly of New Orleanss
I:'_:_i_'_]'||:|.' r|_-|'_.|,nJ;;|_i Mila and Mew Yoarlks [acks
Luxury Ohwyscer Bar, to twieak the clissics and
creare whar Rushing ¢ haracterizes as a “lighter,
just-decadent-enough menu
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Japan's donssly popukated, busihng cafital

infichting—and a 520 million overhaul. BY STEVE GARBARINO

illj-'.lfl' POV, "The food is off the kl'l:”l!---:
raves Julia Reed, a local writer who has leen
cating it Brennans with her family since +:|1E.;
was five. “We went recently, and there wisil
one person at our cight-person able whl
WALk ||I|'|.|E:.:.' [T I\.ll'ls; r]'lc' I.!ll.'lrl.'-.."

A restaurant o never siesoll,” Says H.‘:'[Ih,!
Brennan. “1 want Brennan’s o reourn to il:l1
rane r|',|_';|||i||!: '--:1:|1'|-.'|:||i||!;._ [k :.-rulur-: HL | |E
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